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Sports

By Anne Sanderson
Highway #35 south of Wadena contin-

ues to be the top choice for Saskatchewan 
cyclists.

Although strong crosswinds played a 
factor in this year’s time, the 13 cyclists 
who participated in this year’s World 
Masters’ Time Trial Challenge on Sunday, 
said there was no other place in the prov-
ince they would rather be.

“Considering the competition we are 
up against everything has to be perfect – 
the road, your own fi tness level and the 
weather. You really could not fi nd a better 
stretch of road. It’s clean and very well-
maintained. Some of us came out Satur-
day to sweep off the gravel and there was 
hardly anything to remove,” Ken Orr of 
Churchbridge told Wadena News. 

 This is the second year in a row the 
Saskatchewan Cycling Association has 
chosen Wadena as the location for the 
challenge. Last year, the cyclists broke 
their own record and ended up taking their 
fi rst world title.

This year was a different story. With 
winds hovering at just over 17 km/hr and 
crosswinds gusting to well over 30, the 
riders knew going in that it was not going 
to be easy to achieve a repeat victory.

“Last year everything was perfect and 
we only won by 12 seconds. There is no 
question today’s wind hurt our time. We 
are just going to have to hope that every-
one else gets the same weather as us,” Orr 
laughed.

It is easy to see that the weather can 
be a real wild card. Apparently the only 
way a challenge can be cancelled is if the 
weather is so bad it makes it unsafe for 
the cyclists.

Despite the challenges, Orr cruised to 
another fi rst-place fi nish completing the 
40-km stretch in 1:07:26, a whopping 17 
minutes under the age standard for his 
age.

At 75, he is a huge inspiration for the 
group, including his wife Muriel who 
joined him on the track about six years 
ago.

When asked what would make her join 
such a gruelling sport at 62, she laughs 
and admits it took her quite a few years to 
get up the courage.

“I sat in the car and watched for many 
years and then one day I decided I was go-
ing to give it a try. I have been doing it 
ever since,” Muriel laughed.

The other riders rounding out the top 

fi ve whose times will form Saskatch-
ewan’s entry in this year’s World Time 
Challenge were: Rob Howse, Frank Ma-
tus, Cornelius Kluge and Bernie Mazurik.

A newcomer to the sport, Mazurik 

earned a huge cheer from the crowd when 
he turned in a time of 1:04:47, over 10 
minutes below the standard for his age.

Saskatchewan’s time will remain top 
secret as it will go up against those ten-
dered by clubs from Alberta, B.C., Ontar-
io, as well as the United States, England 
and Australia. Although the dates are pre-
set, they are not all conducted on the same 
day. 

Despite the lower-than-usual times, the 
riders were extremely upbeat as cycling is 
as much about personal challenges as it is 
winning any sort of competition.

Howse could not stop smiling because 
he not only turned in the second-best time, 
he also beat his own personal record.

“It feels really good to fi nally get the 
monkey off my back,” he laughed. “For 
me that is the most important thing.”

Once again, Brendan Wirtz and Har-
vey Weber represented the community of 
Wadena.

Wirtz drew a lot of admiration from the 
crowd when he completed the entire 40-
km on his mountain bike.

In comparison to the bikes that the rest 
of the cyclists used, it is almost like riding 
a 40-km straight incline, as compared to a 
fl at stretch of road.

Wirtz did not let his lack of equipment 
stop him as he pushed toward a 1:31:12 
fi nish, only 27 minutes over the standard 
for his age. When asked to comment 
about the race, he echoed the other riders 
and said, “slow and windy”.

Weber did the 20-km stretch and turned 
in a time of 40:09:50, only about eight 
minutes over the standard for his age.

Like Wirtz he said he was glad to fi nish 
and proud to be part of the event.

The event concluded with a chili-on-
a-bun luncheon hosted by the volunteers 
associated with the Wadena and District 
Museum.

Complete with homemade bread and 
pie, the cyclists indicate that the meal 
exemplifi es why they like to come to 
Wadena. It was no surprise when they 
confi rmed that Wadena is already the cho-
sen location for next year.

On behalf of our readers, Wadena News 
would like to wish the riders the best of 
luck!

World Masters held in Wadena 
Crosswinds play huge factor

(Left) Bernie Mazurik 
drew a round of ap-
plause when his time 
made it into the top fi ve.  
A newcomer to the Sas-
katchewan Cycling As-
sociation, he turned in 
a time of 1:04:47, over 
10 minutes below the 
standard for his age. 
Right, Janice Matus was 
the offi cial time keeper 
for the time trial. This 
year she was joined by 
her grandson Chase.

The top fi ve times will be combined to form Saskatchewan’s entry in the 2010 
World Masters’ Time Challenge. Earning recognition for an excellent ride 
were: back row (left to right), Bernie Mazurik and Cornelius Kluge; middle 
row, Frank Matus and Rob Howse and front row, Ken Orr. The time must 
remain secret until all the other provinces and countries have completed 
their time trial. This is the second time the event has been held in Wadena. 
Last year Saskatchewan won a world title, with a mere 12 seconds to spare.


